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FIRST EVER
{RUN-FLAT
TYRE TEST
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Which are the best...
and which left us feeling flat?
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Owners runrisk replacing run-flats

Test revealed hazards
run-flats

TS official! Fitting standard rubber to
cars which are designed to use run-
flat tyres compromises safety.

In an exclusive Auto Express test,
we pitched both sets against each
other on a wet and dry track.

The results, revealed in full from
Page 70, include the whopping 3.5
metres added to our BMW 320i test
car's stopping distance in the wet when
we swapped its run-flats for standard
tyres. The saloon also took longer to
come to a halt on a dry road. While

owners can save up to 20 per cent
by replacing run-flats with traditional
rubber, the effect on the car's perfor-
mance isn't the only reason this cost
saving is a false economy,. Fitting the
wrong tyres to your vehicle could also
invalidate your motor insurance.
National Tyre Distributors Associ-
ation boss Richard Edy said: “These
results reveal the folly of using ordi-
nary tyres as a replacement for run-
flats — it's a major safety issue.”
PAGE 70: Run-flat tyre test
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They'll get you home after
a puncture, but do run-flat

tyres perform well the rest
of the time? We test the best

We lapped a dry
track with a mix
of fast curves,
hairpins and
chicanes. taking
an average time
to get our winner

DESPITE the safety benefits

of run-flat tyres, some drivers
will be tempted to fit standard
rubber when they're worn out,

as thi new tyres are roughly
20 per cent more expensive

It our test cie, the standard
Bridgestone ER300 cost £95,
while the run-flat version we
tried is priced £117. But you
shouldn't let your wallet decide. On a car such as BMW's 3-5eries,
which is designed specifically to use run-flat tyres, conventional
rubber simply won't work as well - as we discovered when we pun
a set of regular ER3005 through the same tests as our run-flats.

This test pushed
the limits of
adhesion on the
wet circuit by
carrying as much
specd at possible

into the tums

In the wet, the standard Bridgestones performed around thres
per cent worse than the RFTs. Stopping from S0mph took an extra
3.5 metres, and control was lost earlier in both aquaplaning tests
The narmal ER300 alse needed anather half-metre to stop in the
dry. 50 the message is clear: always replace run-flats with run-flats
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AQUAPLANING

Straight-line aquaplaning was
evaluated using a test rig to
keep half the car in 7mm of
waler and raising speed. Curved
aguaplaning (pictured) measured
G-larces at 3mph and 55mph.
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Testing at a world-class site

TO conduct this first-ever run-flat test, Auto Express needed
a truly world-class facility. And Bridgestone’s £30million
Eurapean Proving Ground, near the town of Aprilia, south
of Rome in Italy, fitted the bill perfectly.

It only has dry testing facilities at the moment, dami-
nated by a dkm banked oval and 300-metre-sguare hand-

ling pad. But it will get even better, as wet testing facilities
are being buslt, including handling and aquaplaning tracks.

Our wet tests were carried out at the European Technical
Centre at nearby Castel Romarna, whidh akso houses Bridge
stone’s laboratories and machine test equipment.
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Why run-flats? N

THE main reason for using ren-flats is safety. In a high-speed hlow-out, the tyre will
stay on the rim and provide the driver with some degree of control
| What's more, when you have that punciure, you needn’t put yourself in danger by
| replacing the whee on the hard shoulder or verge, as you can drive to the nearest
tyre outlet and get it fixed there. You can even walt until the nesxt day; most run-flats
claim to be good for 50 miles at 50mph, although many will go much further.

Car designers love this rubiber, too, a5 it means they no longer have to find space
for a spare wheel and changing equipment in their new models - not surprising
given how tyre and rim sizes are continually growing, But this is particularty
important on small cars and cahrios, where boot space is severely limited.

Despite the fact that un-flats are heavier than standard rubbse;, there should be
angther pay-off for fuel economy. There's no need to carry the extra weight of a fifth
wheel in the boat, plus a jack and ather equipment, which should cul consumption.

How does the technology work?
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same size and shape, and have similar tread pattems. The big difference i in the
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when pressure is Jost, the deflated tyre can still take the weight of the car. The
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the rim far more securely than it would do on a standard tyre.
mmmkmm*smmmmmmuwu
lmshmdmnﬁ-m:dnﬂmuﬂﬂtﬂnﬂuhdthﬂuﬂmnﬂmm
mmmmu'samummmmmmumrmw
pmhlmhﬂndﬁt‘;nmﬂﬂsﬁhmll.ﬂmmhmmmﬂw
nﬂmnMWmhMMeMWmMmﬂach

0845 257 2123 carbulk

oA s PRESS o
A, mﬁ*

= -
—_ - . -
[——

From this... ...to this!

SILVERSTAR®

FREE WORLDWIDE POSTAGE ON ALL ORDERS
FREE W5W SIDELIGHT BULBS (WORTH £9.95!)
10% OFF| QUOTE VOUCHER CODE: MCGGG1485

C Bulbscomn

Buy Online or call 0845 123 2855

PHILIPS sense and simplicity
Award Winning Autobulos

— a2
¥ : IrsrpﬂF!f;:T

=

Philips Vision Plus
50% more '”Ir

10-20m longer bearr

Philips Blue Vision
A% more light
Blue ‘Xenon' effect
Performance & Stylng Performance & Safetly

FREE delivery on all orders
| FREE Philips Blue Vision W5W sidelight bulbs
| 10% off your order (quote code: FWFYA296)

|

DIRECT.CQ

i autpaxpress.ce



